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1 Type of calibration

The irradiance sensitivity s(T) of the irradiance sensor is determined as a function of the temperature T of the
sensor at an irradiance of Etrgt = 1000W/m2 using a class A+AA+ sun simulator.

2 Calibration object

The calibration object with identifier ISFH22004 (see Fig. 1) is an irradiance sensor consisting of an encapsu‐
lated solar cell electrically connected to a switch box. This sensor provides wires allowing a voltage measure‐
ment Virr which is correlated to the incident irradiance.
In addition, the sensor provides wires for the internal temperature sensor.
The calibration object is shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 1: Picture of the irradiance sensor with identifier ISFH22004.

Condition of calibration object

The visual examination of the calibration object did not detect any visible damage.

3 Mounting

The encapsulated solar cell is fixed to the measurement stage using hold‐down clamps. The front glass is
adjusted to be perpendicular and centrical to the optical axis.
According tomanufacturer specifications the position of the solar cell is at a height of 0.95mm (distance from
position of solar cell to bottom side).
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4 Electrical contacting

Irradiance signal

The electrical contacting of the irradiance signal Virr is carried out via the wires of the calibration object.

Temperature signal

The electrical contacting of the temperature sensor is carried out via the wires of the irradiance sensor. Here,
the resistance of the built‐in PT1000‐sensor is measured using four‐wire technique and converted into a tem‐
perature value using the IEC 60751:2008 standard.

5 Irradiance

5.1 Classification

The used steady‐state IV tester is classified as A+AA+ (spectrum, inhomogeneity of the light field and insta‐
bility in time) according to the IEC 60904‐9:2020 standard. This classification in all three areas is tested on a
regular basis:
• The spectrum is tested before eachmeasurement of the calibration object using a spectroradiometer. The

spectroradiometer is traceable to reference lamps which were calibrated at the Physikalisch‐Technische
Bundesanstalt PTB (Braunschweig).

• The inhomogeneity of the light field is measured on a regular basis by scanning the light field with a
reference solar cell.

• The instability in time of the light field is tested on a regular basis using a monitor diode.
The divergence of the light is smaller than 3°. The stability of the irradiance over time is controlled with a
monitor diode during the whole measurement.

5.2 Adjustment

The irradiance of the sun simulator is adjusted using a WPVS reference cell (primary standard “IV”, see
section 7). The short circuit current of this reference cell was calibrated under standard test conditions
(1000W/m2, AM1.5G reference spectrum and 25 °C). For the adjustment of the irradiance the spectral mis‐
match correction factorMMwas considered. Three measurement curves are required for the determination
ofMM:
• The spectral responsivity of the calibration object. This measurement is traceable to the spectral respon‐

sivity of a primary calibrated WPVS reference solar cell (primary standard “DSR”, see section 7).
• The spectral responsivity of the primary calibratedWPVS reference cell of the IV tester (primary standard

“IV”, see section 7).
• The spectral irradiance of the sun simulator which is determined using a spectroradiometer in the wave‐

length range from 250 nm to 1700 nm.
With these curves the factor MM is calculated as described in the IEC 60904‐7:2019 standard using the ref‐
erence spectrum of the IEC 60904‐3:2019 standard. It follows to

MM = 1.00867. (1)
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Fig. 2 shows the normalized spectral responsivities of the calibration object (yellow) and the primary cali‐
brated WPVS reference solar cell (red) as well as the spectral irradiance of the sun simulator (blue) and the
reference spectrum (black).
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Fig. 2: Plot of the normalized spectral responsivities and spectral irradiances for the calculation of the spectral
mismatch factor.

6 Measurement conditions

The temperature of the ambient during measurement is

Troom = (26.9 ± 1.0) °C. (2)

The relative humidity of the ambient during measurement is

Hroom = (32.4 ± 5.0) %. (3)

7 Used primary standards

The followingWPVS reference solar cells, calibrated at the nationalmetrology institute Physikalisch‐Technische
Bundesanstalt PTB (Braunschweig, Germany), were used as primary standards:

DSR: 47051‐PTB‐20 (RD009),

IV: 47086‐PTB‐21 (RD001).
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8 Measurement procedure

8.1 Conditioning

The irradiance sensor is conditioned for at least 24 hours in the conditioning storage or in the laboratory.

8.2 Warm‐up phase

The shutter of the sun simulator is opened to warm up the irradiance sensor. The irradiance signal Virr.A(T)
and the temperature T of the sensor are measured continuously. If the heating of the sensor changes by less
than 1 K/min or reaches a pre‐defined maximum temperature the warm‐up phase is completed.

8.3 Cool‐down phase

The shutter of the sun simulator is closed. This causes the sensor to cool down again. At defined temperatures
(usually all 2 °C) the shutter is briefly opened and the irradiance signal Virr.B(T) of the sensor is recorded.

8.4 Data analysis

A second degree polynomial,

Virr(T) = c0 + c1 ⋅ T + c2 ⋅ T2, (4)

is fitted to the measured data of the warm‐up process Virr.A(T). It is checked that the fit describes the entire
measuring range well and that there are no hysteresis effects between the warm‐up and cool‐down phases.
The irradiance sensitivity is calculated using the formula

s(T) = Virr(T)
Etrgt

= c0 + c1 ⋅ T + c2 ⋅ T2
Etrgt

. (5)

9 Measurement result

The following results are obtained:

Irradiance sensitivity s(T) at T = 25.0 °C: (41.64 ± 0.50) µV/(W/m2)

Temperature‐dependent measurement data are printed in table 1. These results are plotted in Figure 3.

Tab. 1: Irradiance sensitivity s(T) and measurement uncertainty U(s(T)) of the examined irradiance sensor.

T s(T) U(s(T)) U%(s(T)) T s(T) U(s(T)) U%(s(T))
[°C] [µV/(W/m2)] [µV/(W/m2)] [%] [°C] [µV/(W/m2)] [µV/(W/m2)] [%]
23 41.61 0.50 1.2 41 41.86 0.5 1.20
25 41.64 0.50 1.2 43 41.89 0.5 1.20
27 41.67 0.50 1.2 45 41.91 0.5 1.20
29 41.70 0.50 1.2 47 41.94 0.5 1.20
31 41.72 0.50 1.2 49 41.97 0.5 1.20
33 41.75 0.50 1.2 51 41.99 0.5 1.20
35 41.78 0.50 1.2 53 42.02 0.5 1.20
37 41.81 0.50 1.2 55 42.05 0.5 1.20
39 41.83 0.50 1.2 ‐ − − −
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s(25°C) = (41.60 +- 0.50) µV/(W/m2)
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Fig. 3: Graphical representation of the data (printed in Tab. 1) of the irradiance sensitivity of the examined irradiance
sensor.

As given in Eq. 5, the irradiance sensitivity s(T) can be transformed into a voltage signalVirr(T) bymultiplication
with the irradiance Etrgt, i.e. Virr(T) = s(T) ⋅ Etrgt.

The uncertainty stated is the expanded uncertainty obtained by multiplying the standard uncertainty by the
coverage faktor k = 2. The uncertainty analysis was carried out as described in the document EA‐4/02M:2013.
The value of the measurand lies with a probability of 95% whithin the assigned interval.

10 Remarks

• The ISFH additionally provides the data in machine‐readable format for further digital processing. How‐
ever, only the data printed within this document are valid. It is up to the customer to carefully examine
the electronic data before using them.

• The determined irradiance sensitivity of the irradiance sensor under examination applies only to the irra‐
diance specified in section 1. The linearity of the sensor has to be ensured before applying the value to
other irradiances. Methods of linear dependence and linearity measurements are given in the IEC60904‐
10 standard.

• The stability in time of the determined values was not tested.
• Throughout the document a dot is used as decimal separator.
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